N 9 0 * 
Z 3 
+ "xe 
* : 
} { 2 N . * 
, ! A Cn 
4 7 4 is 
2 , Fs | 7 : 
1 ps 3 
— ” _ 
oF I-20. I” - 
* W 3 
ARS * 
— 2 N 22 — 1 wu * — 
* ** * 
” > Fg 
+ 2 * . 8 8 
. f N 7 Fa F wat — 
4 FLEE * 1 
5 N. 7 * 4 1 ” : 
* 1 * 4 * 
. 
* 


Again the New SECT of Li 


—— a 


ANABAPTISTS, 


Lately s up at 


IE. HQ: 


Shewing the Novelty and Schiſm, the Abſurdity 
and dangerous Tendency of their Principles 


* 


Rebaprizatidn « of Mr. AC: Read, 


In a r to a Friend, 


the. 


Vos non dicitis, quid accepiſtis, ſed a 40 D 2 inſectamini 
perſonas hominum, & vultis iterare quod ſemel eſt. "IPL = 
— Donatiſt. Lib. 5. Sect 5. 3 


ol - 
Po 4 * 


77 - 
Fg 4. 7 | 
WH” 


LONDON: 


in the Ha W near St. Paul's. TYSON 


and Practices, who were concerned in the 


The Second Cyition. >=. TER 


Printed for Joun CLARK, at the Bible and Crown 2 2 : 


* . 
i my . 


* 
oy 
> ” 
; 
% 4 
*. | 
U = 
* . 
5 


Price tour Pence. 
- . — 


— 9 2 
8 b < j — 
12 14 * pe 7 4 
. 
9 1 * ** - i. 24 
l I 


REIT 


yu PP, re 


— 


——— —— a r „ 


oO — eee 


F 
F 
+ 


IAEA 


Againſt the New SE CT of 
ANABAPTISTS, 


Lately ſprung up at 
O N. 


HAVE receiv'd yours, in which you de- 
ire me to give you ſome Account of the. 
Rebaptization of a young Man at Exeter, 
: which has been ſo much talk'd of in moſt 
parts of the Kingdom. I am glad that I 
am in ſome tolerable Meaſure capable of 
ſatisfying your Curioſity ; for having lately been in that 
City I have made a particular Enquiry into the Cir- 
cumſtances of this odd Affair. The Matter of Fact is 
this : | ag 5 . 
One Mr. Benjamin Nead of the City of Exeter, was 
deſign'd for a Diſſenting Miniſter, his Parents gave him 
a ſuitable Education, and he was for ſeveral Years at 
z private Academy; all this time he ſeem'd to be a reſo- 
A 2 lute- 


64) 


jute Nonconformiſt, but about two or three Months fully ſa 
ſince he left the Diſſenters, and on a ſudden declax's no Que 
himſelf azealous Churchman : This Trifle would never enabled 
have been talk'd of, had it not been for one of the moſtji- gand ei 
diculous Circumſtances you was ever acquainted with; the Their ! 
Diſſenters did not {ink under the mighty Loſs, nor have by the 
the Churchmen any great Reaſon to value [themſelves Compa 
upon their new Convert. The Principles of human Word 
Actions are unknown, and St. Paul forbids us to judge WM Diſlent 
another Man's Servant, fince 'tis to his own Maſter WW may be 
that he muſt ſtand or fall. It becomes us then to think ſure at 
as favourably of this young Man's Conduct as we can, WM out of 
and to hope that he acted according to the Dictates of fianiry 
his. own Conſcience, and that his Conſcience w cording 
- inform'd from another Principle than his ſecular Intereſt: IM Affair, 
But the World is ſo very uncharitable, that I am WW Uncha! 
afraid he will find it a little difficult to perſuade Perſons, munica 
that the Favour of a rich Aunt, from whom he had In or 
greater Expectations than from his Parents, was not a conſide 
very weighty Argument to prevail with him to conform. Church 
A little after he conform'd he was perſuaded to re- Rite, | 
nounce his former Baptiſm as abſolutely null and inva- WW Church 
lid, becauſe it was adminiſter'd by one who was not ans. I 
Epiſcopally ordain'd; he ſubmitted to be rebaptiz'd, and MW © Prin: 
the Sacrament was ſolemnly repeated in the Pariſh- WW © ment 
Church of Heavytree, within a Mile of Exeter; The „Chur 
Perſon that officiated was one Mr. Fenbinſon, who might WM niſtratic 
have paſs'd his Life in Obſcurity if he had not made him- of the 
ſelf famous, for having ſomewhat to do in 1ſo_rematka- ¶ both fo 
ble an Affair. The Godfathers were two Clergy-men, WW ſter adc 
Mr. King and Mr. F. Walker ; theſe Reverend Divines are Words 
ſuppos'd to have been the chief Promoters ot this ſcanda God the 
tous Novelty. Tis no wonder that this Affair has made WM 6:/::2:c4 
fo much Noiſe, for what can be more ſhocking than tor WW Chr. 
Men in Holy Orders to promote and encourage a Pra- to he is 
Etice ſo inconliftent with their own Prayers, ſo contra- techiſm 
ry to the Senſe of the whole Chriſtian World, and which Wl they arc 
renders the Chriſtianity of the Members of their own that is 1 
Church fo very precarious. <4: ſed, Le 
I cannot find upon Enquity, that this Affair has crea- Wl dency © 
ted any great Unealineis in the Minds of the Diflenters, MW fcavour 
they laugh at the Bigotry, and pity the Uncharitableneis 3 
of thoic who were concerned in it. They ſeem to be rian A 
* by fully 


fully ſatisfy'd of the Validity of their Baptiſm, and make 
no Queſtion, but that, if by the Grace of God they are 
enabled to live righteous, ſober and godly Lives, they 
ſtand entitled to all the Benefits of the New Covenant. 
Their Miniſters, they ſay, are ordain'd as Timothy was, 
by the laying on of the Hands of the Presbytery, or a 
Company of Men call'd Presbyters, or Elders (as the 
Word in the Original every where ſignifies.) Tho' the 
Diflenters, and thoſe who reject this ſtrange Doctrine 
may be eaſy, yet thoſe who believe it muſt be ſtartld 
ſure at turning ſo many thouſands of their own Church 
out of the Chriſtian Pale, and rendring their own Chri- 
ſtianity ſo very precarious and' uncertain. I have, ac- 
cording to your Deſire, made a few Remarks upon this 
Affair, to let you ſee the Abſurdity, the Singularity and 
Uncharitableneſs of ſuch a Practice, and you may com- 
municate them to as many as you think fit. 

In order to form atrue Notion of this Matter, you are to. 
conſider, that in the Senſe and Apprehenſion of the 
Church of Euglaud, Baptiſm is that Tacred and ſolemn 
Rite, by which Perſons are initiated into the Chriſtian 
Church, or which is the ſame thing, are made Chriſti- 
ans. Thus in the 27th Article, 'tis defin'd, © to be a 
principle of Regeneration, whereby, as by an Inſtru- 
ment, they that rightly receive it are grafted into the 
„Church. This is an Argument, that before the Admi- 
nitration of this Sacrament they are preſumed to be out 
of the Church: And in the publick Office of Baptiſm, 
both for Infants and Perſons of riper Years, the Mini- 
ſter addreſſes himſelf to the People in theſe following 
Words: Dearly beloved — I beſeech you to call upon 
Cod the Father, that he will grant that this Perſon may be 
baptized with Water and the Holy Ghoſt, and received in- 
1% ChriſPs holy Church. A plain Intimation, that hither- 
to he is look'd upon as one out of it. Thus in our Ca- 
techiſm Children are taught to ſay, that in their Baptiſm 
they are made Members of Chriſt, or his Myitical Body, 
that is in other Terms Chriſtians. Theſe things premi- 
ſed, I come to repreſent unto you the deſperate Fen- 
dency of that Doctrine, which theſe Sectaries have en- 
deavour'd to obtrude upon the World. 

J. The annulling all Baptiſms perform'd by a Presby- 


 icrian Miniſter, is a thing directly contrary to the Pra- 
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&ice and Opinion of the Catholick Church. *Tis a NG 2 
velty which the Chriſtian World ſcarce ever heard of be. been 18 


fore. Lis a Tare but juſt now ſown in the Field, have 8 
which, if let alone, may be of dangerous Conſequenee. ſerve up 
Both Greeks and Latins, Proteſtants and Papiſts, do all WM! * 


concur in the Validity of ſuch a Baptiſm, though ſome 17 ys 
judge it to be irregular. Mr. Read is the ſecond In . off 
Ae of this Nature that can be produc'd, I dare ſy, nit) 


Presby te 
Now th 
ſuch aB 


for more than a thouſand Years. I own, with Tertyl: 
lian, that Cuſtom againſt Truth is Hereſy (a). But 
then, he that pretends to contradict the whole World, 


had need be very ſure of the Principles he proceeds up- FO 1h 
on. A modeſt Man will be apt to diſtruſt himſelf when 10 875 0 
his Opinion claſhes and interferes with that of all the 5 ＋ 
ood and learned part of Mankind. Tis true, a ſingle b po 
ther may begin a glorious Reformation, and when WW... 255 
our new Sectaries can produce as plain Texts of Seri CbrifÞ's 
pture againſt a Presbyterian Baptiſm, as he could again Charchi 
the ſelling of Indulgences, the Invocation of Saints, the the Vea 
worſhipping of Images and other Papal Corruption, the Bap 
they may then cite him as a Precedent ; but till they cine to 4 
do this, the Example of that great Reformer ca ns Vea 
e no Juſtification of 'em. In the mean time, the Sen{: 3 
and Practice of all the Churches upon the Face of the Christ's 
Earth mutt be a mighty Prejudice againſt the Opinion of Hb de 
this upſtart Sect. | 3 8 Js 
II. This Practice of Rebaptizing is moſt directly con- temen 
trary to the Senſe of the eſtabliſh'd Church of Euglaud Hdience 
and to thoſe Meaſures which the has conſtantly purſued Ntenance 
ever ſince the Reformation of Religion. Our Nove WW... 341, 


liſts indeed will call themſelves the moſt dutiful Sons 


of the Church, and at the fame time ſpit in the ver 1 
Face of their Holy Mother, and trample upon the Aſhs Ocices 
Of thoſe reverend Fathers, who were the Honour and quent C 
Ornament of the Age in which they lived. Our Biſhop Thank 
and Doctors who have hitherto been famous for that 5 be 
Learning, were in their Opinion, ſo very ignorant il ood 
the Myſteries of their own Profeſſion, that they under Wha.” f 
ſtood not what was eiſential and abſolutely neceſſary to Fs 
the very Being of a Chriſtian. ?*11s ſtrange that our ho- for the 


(a) WModcuunque adverſies veritatem ſapit, Hoc erit Herd 
cram Veins Conſaetudo. Tertull. de Virgin. veland. 


8 
7 nd 
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jy Church ſo pure in Faith and Order, ſhould till now have 
deen ignorant of ſuch an important Truth: That it ſhould 
have call'd Heathens Brethren, and conſecrated thoſe to 
ſerve at her ſacred Altars who were no Chriſtians ; hap- 
py is it for her that Mr. J/alker and Mr. Fenkznſon, theſe 
preat and ſhining Lights are at length riſen, to lead her out, 
Iof ſo dangerous an Error. Can there be a greater Indig- 
nity offer d to the Church, than for two er three buſy 


© ſay Presbyters to refine upon it in ſuch an important Foint ? 
TO Now that the Eſtabliſn'd Church allows the Validity of 
aut ſach a Baptiſm as the Exeter Convert has been perſuaded 
925 to renounce, is evident, and may be proved by its Ca- 
* UW- Wnons, its Publick Prayers, and the conſtant Practice of 
7 5 ts Biſhops and Prieſts. 

f de r. The Validity of ſuch a Baptiſm may be prov'd by 
ingle Wh 55th Cauon, which peremptorily enjoyns all Preach- 


ers before their Sermons, to pray in ſo many Words for 
Chriſt's holy Catholick Church: and eſpecially for the 
Churches of Euglaud, Scotland and Ireland. ow in 
the Year 1603, when theſe Canons were compiled, all 
the Baptiſms and Ordinations in Scotland were accord- 
ing to the Presbytcrian Model, and had been ſo for ma- 
ny Years before: And yet the Church of Euglaud com- 
mands all its Clergy to pray for the Scots as a part of 
Chriſt's holy Cathol ck Church, which it could not poſ- 
Ifbly do, unleſs it ſuppoſed them to be Chriſtians. I 
muſt leave it to your Conſideration, whether theſe Gen- 
tlemen have acted a ſincere Part, who firſt ſwore Obe- 
cience to this very Caron, and have ſince given Coun- 
tenance to an Action, that muſt be look'd upon as a 
ſcandalous and open Defiance of it. | 

2, That the Church of Exglazdallows thoſe baptiz'd by 
Presbyterians to be Chriſtians, is evident by her publick 
Offices and Forms of Devotion. As we have had fre- 
quent Occaſions in this Queen's Reign to obſerve Days of 
lhankſgiving, ſo for each of theſe, Forms of Prayer 
have been compoſed and diſtributcd to every Pariſh. A- 


ſhops 


NY mongſt thereſt, we have conſtantly had one or two Col- 
oy 0 leets, for the refurmed Churches abroad, or beyond the Seas, 
vs Ve had one of this Nature on the laſt Thankſgiving Day 


Or the Peace, which Her Majeſty has obtain'd for Her 
ingdoms. Now, Sir, there is not one of all the Pro- 
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teſtant Churches on t'other Side the Water, that bas; 


ny other than a Presbyterian Baptiſm and Ordination 
"Tis true, the Lutherant have, in ſome Places, Biſhoy 
and Superintendents ; but not one of them pretends u 
an uninterrupted Succeſſion from the Apoſtles. The 
firſt Biſhops, on their renouncing Popery, were ordain' 
2 Luther, Melanclhon, Bugenbagius (a), and other med 
resbyters;and byconſequence could convey no other thay 
a Presbyterian Ordination to ſuch as now fucceed them 
And if the Divines, and learned Men of Germany defer 
any Credit, the Papiſts do at preſent, for this very Reaſol 
inſult all the Lzzherans as meer uſurping Laymen (%, ant 
deny the Truth of their Miniſtry (c). However, thi 
Jeſuits themſelves are in this Reſpect more charitabl 
than our new Sectaries, in that they allow the Validiy 
of their Baptiſm, which theſe deny. But to return i 
the Church of Ezg/and, tis plain, ſhe has been inſpit 
with more noble Sentiments, in that ſhe obliges all he 
Sons to pray for the foreignProteſtants,as ſo manyChurch- 
es of Chriſt, which neceſſarily ſuppoſes them to be bapt 
zed Chriſtians : But I am yet to ſeek with what Conſclenc 
Mr. Read*s Godfathers could read theſe Prayers the 0 
ther Day, when their uncharitable Scheme has ſet then 
upon the ſame Footing with. unbaptized Pagans. 


3. We may judge o: the Church of Eugland's Senſei 
ſuch a Baptiſm by her Conduct from the time of her N 


formation to this very Moment. I hope you will alloy 
me, that Mens Principles may be beſt judg'd of by thi 
conſtant Practice. If therefore the Biſhops of the Church 
and the generality of the Clergy, have, in all their 6 
miniſtrations, acted as if a Presbyterian Baptiſm were yr 
lid, we may reaſonably infer, that they really thought! 
to be fo. Now, that their Practice has been found 
upon this Suppoſition, and can ſtand upon no oth 
will appear by theſe following Inſtances, * 
ü | 15 uc 


(a) Melchior, Adamus in Vit, Bugenha. 

(b) Pontificii, chp Lutheranos omnes pro laicis habeant. | 
achim Hild. de Hierarch. Vet. Ecclef. p. 78, printed at Hel 
Kat, 1702. | OT 
(c) Er hue Capite Miniſterii Lutheran Veritatem i 
paz!, Ofiand, Treolog, caſual. pt. c. 2. pr. 168 . 
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1. Such as haye had no other than a Presbyterian Ordi- 


1 nation have been allow'd publicklycto officiate as Mini- 
955 ters in the Church of England. Of this we have a re- 
I 3 markable Inſtance preſented to the World by Mr, Serype, 
The n the Life of Archbiſhop Grizdal. ' *Tis that of Mr. John 
ant Morriſon a Scotchman, Who had a Licence granted him 
men fo preach, and adminiſter the Sacraments, in any Place 
tha where he ſhould be lawfully call'd, throughout the Pro- 
hen WY vince of Canterbary; and yet in the fame Licenſe *tis 
en erpreſiy ſaid of him, that he was ordain'd by the Gene- 
% 7 H nod, (or Presbytery) of Carvet in the Kingdom 
) 


of Scotland, according to the laudable Cuſtom of that 
Church (a). An undeniable Argument, that ſuch an 
Ordination was then eſteemed valid by our Engl Pre- 
mant kates, however it may be nom exclaim'd againſt and vilified. 
rr 1 1 is true, ſince the Reſtoration, Epiſcopal Orders have 
pre been made neceſſary to qualify a Man for any Eccleſi- 
za aftical Preferment whatſoever : But from the Beginning 
ar. it was not ſo. 2 IN TE 
bapti 2. Such as have had a Presbyterian Baptiſm in their 
dena lafancy have been allow'd Epiſcopal Confirmation when 
the they come to riper Years, as often as they have defired 
then it. This was the Condition of thouſands in every Di- 
oceſs in 1660, when the Biſhops found themſelves re- 
lea eſtabliſned in their reſpective Sees, after a long Suſpen- 
r 28 fon from their Office: This is the Caſe of Multitudes, 


, an 
„ the 
itable 


aon who have been born of diſſenting Parents fince : Vet 
„ thay never could I hear of one ſingle Biſhop, who refuſed to 
bark confirm ſuch as were preſented to him, upon the Ac- 
ir count of a ſuppoſed Nullity in their Baptiſm. And is 


there any Prelate in England, who dares lay his Hands on 
any one that he believes an unbaptized Perſon? To af- 
firm this, wou'd be to charge them with acting contra- 
ry to thoſe very Rubricks to which, with all Solemni- 
ty, they have promis'd to conform themſelves. If you 
conſult the Office of Confirmation in the Common-Pray- 
er Book, you will find it carrying this Title: “The 
Order of Confirmation, or laying on of Hands upon 
| © thoſe that are baptized, and come to Years of Diſcre- 
* tion. This Office you ſee is confin'd to baptized 
Perſons, 
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on: © Almighty and everliving God, who haſt vouch. 
« ſafed to regenerate theſe thy Servants by Water and 


_ Searcher of Hearts, were they not perſwaded in their oui 


( 10). 


Perſons, all others are peremptorily excluded: This | 
that Rule by which all that miniſter in holy Things ax 
obliged to regulate their Conduct. Again, in the Prayer 
which the Biſhop puts up to God, he uſes this Exprefſi 
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the Holy Ghoſt, c. Now, to be regenerated bj 
Water is the ſame thing as to be baptiz d: And their Lord: 
ſhips could never make ſuch an Acknowledgment to the 


Conſciences, that the Baptiſm of thoſe on whom the 
lay their Hands was valid and authentick. - To afhm 
the contrary would be to ſuppoſe them acting in Con- 
tradiction to their own Prayers, and the Rules to which 
they have vow'd a ſtrict Conformity. | 

3. As Perſons who have only had a Presbyterian Bap- 
tiſm have been confirm'd by our Biſhops, ſo, they have 
been admitted to the Communion of the Church, and 
that in almoſt all our Pariſhes; nor did I ever hear of 
any Clergyman who made a Scruple of it. The Church 
of England, like an indulgent Mother, ſtands with het 
extended Arms, ready to receive and embrace all ſuch 
as will return to her Communion. Now, from the be- 
ginning of Chriſtianity to this very Day, no Inſtance can 
be given of any who have been allow'd to partake of the 
Euchariſt, before they have been waſh'd in the Laver of 
Regeneration. And in our Eugliſg Liturgy you wil 
find this Rubrick in the Office of Confirmation: There 
4 ſhall none be admitted to the Holy Communr 
& on till ſuch time as he be confirm'd, or ready to be con. 
« firm'd. Now, as Ihave already obſerv'd, he that ne. 
ver was baptized cannot be ready for Confirmation, 
much leſs for full Communion With our Church. ?Tis 
but 53 Years ſince Monarchy and Epiſcopacy were te: 


ſtor'd to this Nation, and how many thouſand Comm ¶ or the , 
nicants have you, who exceed that Age, and by conſe able Are 
quence were born and baptized, whilſt Presbyterias WF... > © 
were poſſeſs'd of the publick Churches? How many o- 5. I 
thers who have been born of diſſenting Parents f1nce, WF... expre 
and have thought fit, as they grew up, to leave thel 
Meetings, and be reconciled to the Church ? This f 


an undeniable Argument, that both Biſhops and Clerg) 
have conſtantly look'd upon ſuch as theſe to be ſuffic. N 
< a ent Ecclef, J. 


(11 ) 
ently baptized. And muſt not our Novelliſts be a Club 
of very modeſt Gentlemen, when they oppoſe their own 


particular Whimſies to the general Senſe of their more 
reycrend Fathers and Brethren ? | 


A Fourth Inſtance ſhall preſent you with in Proof 
of my Aſſertion is this: A great many Perſons, who have 
had no other Baptiſm than ſuch, as by our new Secta- 
rics is pretended to be null, have been by our Biſhops 
aamitted to holy Orders, and are at this Day officiating 
as Prieſts and Deacons in the Church. And would our 
vencrable Prelates, think you, lay Hands upon a parcel 
of unbaptized Pagans ? Would they make a Miniſter of 
one who was no Chriſtian ? or indeed is it poſſible for 
them to do it if they would? Was there ever ſuch a 
5 Monſter ſeen in the Chriſtian World, except perhaps 

. amongſt a few wild Enthuſiaſts who have rejected all 
have Wi {+ Ordinances and Inſtitutions of the Goſpel ? Is there 
and «cr a Dioceſe in which there are not ſeveral of the Cler- 
*., who were born before the Reſtoration in 1660, or of 
urch dillenting Parents fince ? and muit all theſe be reckon'd 
ſuch amongſt Fews and Heathens ? muſt all their Adminiſtra- 
a tions be made void and null ? We do indeed read of St. 
be Ambroſe, that he was choſen Biſhop of Millain before his 


Iu Baptiſin, having delay'd it upon ſome wrong Principles 
f which were very prevalent in that Age (a); and the 
Tage of Nectarius, who in the ſame Circumſtances was 
we choſen Patriarch of Conſtantinople : But then they were 
a both regularly baptized before their Conſecration. And 
0” Wi the Hiſtorian tells us, in relation to this latter, that Diodo- 
— ruh who firſt mention'd him, would not have dared to 


bee given his Suffrage for him, had he known him not 
101; WF to be initiated by that ſacred Rite (5). When our Biſhops 


fo confer holy Orders upon ſuch as have no other than Pres- 
55 byterian Baptiſm, (as they have done upon many, both 


of the French and Engliſh Nation) is not this an undeni- 


ne abe Argument, that they look upon them to be Chriſti- 


alls ans? 


1. 5. I ſhall conclude my Evidence on this Head, with 
het an expreſs and formal Declaration, made by my Lords 
is L | | B 2 | the 
erg — | 7 
fact 


ti] (a\ Vid. Paulinum de Vit. Ambroſ. (b) Vid, Zozome Hiſt. 
Eccleſ, I. 7. c. 8. | 
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| (612) 


the Biſhops, upon a like Occaſion with that now befor 


us. There was one Mr. Lawrence, who had a Fancy 
to renounce his former Baptiſm, and he was encourag d 


by a famous . . Dean and ſeveral others; the 


oper Houſe of Convocation being ſenſible that ſuch a 
otion would be of dangerous Conſequence, ſent down 


this following Declaration to the lower Houſe : For. 


e 'aſmuch as diverſe Perſons have poſleſs'd the Minds 
* of many People in the Communion of our Church, 
„with Doubts and Scruples about the Validity of their 


* Baptiſm : We the Prefident and Biſhops ------- have 


© thought it incumbent on us to declare, in Conformi- 
© ty with the Judgment and Practice of the Catholick 
„Church of Chriſt, and of the Church of England in 
4e particular, that ſuch Perſons as have been already 
© baptized in, or with Water, in the Name of the 
% Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, thouyh 
their Baptiſm was irregular for want of a proper Ad- 
« miniſtrator, ought not to be baptiz'd again (2). This 
Declaration was made by them, as they profeſs, © to 
prevent Confuſion, and to reſiſt an Error, not much 
« different from Donatiſin and Anabaptiſin. By the In- 
ſtances I have produced, you may ſee what the Senſe of 
the Church of England always has been, and what it is 
at preſent. By this you may perceive what a modeſt Ge. 
neration of Men our modern Innovators are. 

III. A Third Prejudice againſt this Practice of Rebap- 
tizing is, that it is an Affront to the State, as well as to 
the Church. Tis in Truth, an Indignity to the Legiſla 
ture; and a Reflection upon Queen, Lords and Commons, 
which I thus prove: All Perſons in Places of Truſt and 


Profit, are oblig' d, as you know very well, to take the} 
Sacramental Teſt, as a Qualification for their reſpeCtive 


Offices, Now Her Majeſty has thought fit to advance 
ſome to the Higheſt Stations, who have had their Birth and 
Education in Diſſenting Families. And theſe Gentlemet 
have had the good Fortune to be eſteem'd the beſt Sup 


porters both of Monarchy and Epiſcopacy. And t 


not impoſſible but Her Majeſty may employ others d 


the ſame Condition in Her Service. But it the Dora 
0! 


— 


* 


— 


(=) Annals of Queen ANNE, Vol, II. p. 376. 
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re or our Innovators gets Ground, She muſt firft ask Leave 
cy of the Parſon of the Pariſh. For if the Man who pre- 
Id ſents himſelf be no Chriſtian, the Prieſt may be fairly 
the juſtified, by the Rules and Canons of the Church, in re- 
h a fuſing him the holy Sacrament ; without which he is 
wn WW incapacitated for any Office. And if the Candidate for 
or- any Poſt may be kept off from the Communion, upon 
nds Pretence of an invalid Baptiſm, *twill be in the Power 
ch, of a few peeviſh Clergymen, to -' an Embargo on the 
Vir Prerogative, and to prevent Her Majeſty in the Diſtribu- 


ave tion of her own Favours. If the Scheme which theſe 
mi. Gentlemen have projected be according to Truth and 
lick the ſacred Scripture, that Act of Parliament, which is 
{in now look'd upon as the Security and Bulwark of the 
ady Church, will be liable to very great Objections; for it 
the WH ſhould have obliged theſe Men to ſtand at the Font 
uph before they are permitted to kneel at the Altar. I pre- 
Ad ſume this is enough to ſatisfy you, that the State is as 
his little obliged to theſe Projectors, as the Church for 


| thoſe Diſcoveries which they have made. 

IV. Another Objection againſt the Practice of our 
new Anabaptiſts is this: It robs King Charles the Firſt 

of his Crown of Martyrdom, and blots his Name out 

| of the Engliſh Kalendar; for this muſt be the neceſſary 

Conſequence of invalidating his Baptiſm, and denying 

| him to be a Chriſtian. Now that he could have no 


bap- other than a Presbyterian Baptiſm, will be evident al- 
to mott to a Demonſtration, if you conſider the Time of his 
il Nativity, with the ſtate of Affairs both before and af- 


ter it. He was born at Dunfermling in Scotland, in the 
Year 1600 (a) ; at which Time the Presbyterian Church 


e tie Government was by Law eſtabliſh'd in that Kingdom. He 
due was privately baptized by reaſon of his Indiſpoſition; 
rance I but the Writers of his Life have not told us by whom. 
h and However, tis certain that the Scorch Miniſters at that 


Time, had no other Ordination but what they receiv'd 
at the Hands of mere Presbyters. This is evident 
from the Licenſe granted to Mr. Fohn Morriſon by the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, which I have taken ſome 
Notice of before, In that Licence *tis expreſly ſaid, 


— — — 


r 
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\ (a) Perrinchief Life of King Charles. 


—— — EÆKë — 


i . ; 
( 1 a ) ; | 


« That Mr. Morriſon had been admitted to holy Orders WM *''© fi 


& about five Years fince by the Synod (or Presbytery) roads 
4 of Lothian aſſembled in the Town of Carvet, accord. ; A jo 
& ing to the laudable Form and Rite of the reformed ey 
„Church of Scotland, Ec (a). This Licence bears CES 
Date April 6, 1582. We find in it that Mr. Morriſon nn. 
was ordain'd five Years before, that is in the Year 577, "a8 7 
and that according to the laudable Kites of the Seat VI. 
Church. Hence it appears, beyond all Contradiction, "ah 
that Ordination by Presbyters was the Cuſtom or Uſage 77 
in Scotland in 1577, that is, for three and twenty Years 1 
before the Birth of King Charles. In 1603 King James ſuc- | Bp 
ceeded Queen Elzabeth to the Crown of England; upon 3 5 
which he ſet up Epiſcopacy in his native Country: But ne Ob 
the very Perſons rais'd to this new Dignity, had no other Wl ; r 
than a Presbyterian Ordination (5). Upon the whole, . es 
by comparing one thing with another you will find, « Party 
that for three and twenty Years before King Charles WM hg", 
Birth, (and I doubt not but I may fay, from the very WW, nt 
Dawn of the Reformation) the Scozzh Miniſters had ar 
holy Orders conferr'd upon 'em by mers Presbyters: 38 
And that King James could find none but ſuch to fill up by ſettit 
the Epiſcopal Sees. Which puts the Matter beyond all eſſerily 
Doubt, and proves that the Royal _ could have no x + 
other Baptiſm, but what our new Reformers condemn. 33 
as abfolutely null, and inſufficient to denominate him a Tis a 
hriſtian. | 7 _ 
” V. I may add in the next Place, that this new Do- Fo Nr 
ctrine is an Affront to Her preſent Majeſty, and arraigns e 
Her Conduct. She was pleas'd, you know, to accept Bi for | 
the Prince of Dezmark for Her Royal Conſort. Nor "Spa 
did She ever repent Her Choice : But during that __ whe 
tion, remain'd a moſt illuſtrious Inſtance of Conjue: 3 
Affection. We all look'd upon his Highneſs as à 5 e beliet 
tuous, Religious Prince: But our new Reformers wit 8. 
not allow him to be a Chriſtian. *T is true, the Dani (leni 
Church is at this Day govern'd by Biſhops: But wy the other, 
took upon Epiſcopacy only as an human Inſtitution, an Purches 


the 


— 


(a) Appendix to Srrype's Life of Grindal. p. 101. 


Gs (a) Sect 
) Sporſwood's Hitt, 


(% Rat; 
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dain'd by Bagenhagius, a mere Presbyter (4); and by con- 
0 ſequence could convey no other than a Presbyterian Bap- 
tiſm and Ordination to their Countrymen and Succeſſors 
wh ever ſince. So that this new Doctrine, of which I am 
| writing, reflects Diſhonour upon Her Majeſty's Con- 
duct, as having been —_— yo, and ſo acted in De- 
0 fance of an Apoſtolical Injunction. 

VI. Another Objection againſt this new Scheme is, 
that it is plainly Schiſmatical, and involves the Projectors 
aße Wl of it in the Guilt of ſo deteſted a Crime as that of Schiſin. 
: t makes that very Arrow to recoil into their own Bo- 
" WH foms, which, with ſo much Spite and Animoſity, they 


en hive been ſhooting at their diſſenting Neighbours. Tis 
5 | the Obſervation of our judicious Ftilling fleet: That, 
* « whatever confines, mult alſo divide the Church, for by 
8 ? that Confinement a Separation is made between the 
177 « Party confin'd and the other; which Separation muſt be 


made by the Party ſo limiting Chriſtian Communi- 


15 « on (65). Let us therefore examine the Principles of 
; N our Rebaptizers by this Rule, and we ſhall find that they 
** are the great Tearers and Confounders of the Church, 


by ſetting ſuch Limits to their Communion as muſt ne- 
ceſſarily exclude all other Chriſtian Societies from it; 
and which their own ſpiritual Fathers and Governors 
wave formally diſown'd. : NE 

'Tis agreed on all Hands, that Baptiſm is neceſſary to 
qualify a Perſon for full Communion with any Church. 
This Rule hath been univerſally obſerv'd; this Diſci- 
pline complied with ever ſince Chriſtianity had a Being. 
As for the Proteſtant Churches beyond the Seas, they 
have no other than a Presbyterian Baptiſm and Ordinati- 
on, whether Caltiniſts or Lutheraus. Of the former 


112 there is no Queſtion, nor can we doubt of the latter, if 
wil ue believe their moſt celebrated Authors. To the Te- 
ani limonies already produc'd, I ſhall only add thoſe of 
they Chemnitius and Seckenaorf, one, the moſt exact Hiſtorian, 


lic other, the moſt learned Diſputant that the German 
Churches have produc'd. The firſt of theſe tells us, 


——_— 


(a) Sechendorf Hiſtor. Lutheranis. l. 3. ſect. 20. p. 242. 
% Rational Account, &c. p. 359. 


* 


the firſt Proteſtant Prelates in that Kingdom were or- 


That 


is) - 
4 That their Romiſh Adverſaries did moſt uncharitably {il to be 
4 jnſiſt upon it, that they had no true Sacraments a Ml filted 


4 gmongſt em, becauſe their Miniſters were not ordain WM rebapt 
« by Popiſh Biſhops, that by ſuch a Suggeſtion they did Ml new 


bo &« endeavour to cut the Throats of all their Churche,, for ſo 
# ce and totally ſubvert em (a). Seckendorf concurs with WM In the 
15 him in relating the ſame Objection of the Papiſts ; to Comn 
1 which he anſwers, not by pretending to an uninterrupt. by the 
$ ed Succeſſion of Prelates from the Apoſtles, but by in. WM Churcl 
in ſiſting on it, (after his great Maſter Luther) „That: not 10: 
th % Bithop's Hand was not abſolutely neceſſary to the WM from tt 
h “ Conveyance of Miniſterial Authority (5). Tis re. VII. 
f markable, that theſe two great Men, as well as all the Doetri! 
4 Advocates for Lather's Reformation, acknowledge it u Proteſt 
4 be matter of Fact, that their Miniſters have no othe of Han 
Li than a Presbyterian Ordination; but ſtrenuouſſy contend Ml of that 
15 that this is ſufficient : though they allow Epiſcopacy to Wl urgy a 
15 be a prudential lawful Inſtitution. So that our Sed Law, i: 
[4 ries, by their new Scheme, exclude all the Proteſtant live in « 
ul Churches on t'other Side the Water from their Com the Pri: 
100 munion : not one excepted. in her c 
Fi Add to this, they may be juſtly charg'd with foment- WM pbect w. 
| ing Schiſms in the Church of England it ſelf : For, ac any of! 
$1 cording to the great Svillingfleet, they divide the Church h pinion « 
* confining it. They ſet up a new Term of Communion, bend in 
be vix. Epiſcopal Baptiſm ; not only without the Conſent df Biſhops 
4 their own Biſhops and Governors, but moſt dire&ly MM great E. 
i contrary to their conſtant Practice, and their moſt er,  nilter: 
10 ow and formal Declaration. By ſuch an unreaſonable | are ec 
1 imitation thoſe Gentlemen excommunicate abundance MM *ccordir 
3 of their own Clergy, beſides vaſt Multitudes of the Laity be no C 
til even ſuch as pretend the greateſt Zeal for the Eſtabliſh loweſt o 
Hi ment: They reject thoſe whom their Spiritual Fathet ! very f 
{4 are ready to receive, and thereby make a Separation ier it 1 
I that Church with which they pretend to be united: The 
N have in Truth receiv'd the very Schiſm of the Donati 
0 : If you conſult St. Auſtin or Optatus, you will find tw () A. 
of : ; (0 2 Aug 
j 1 | N Poſt 70 
| (b) In 
4 (a) Noſtras Eccleſias ſemel jugulare, & funditus evertere a fermteride 
(| 2antur. Chemnit. Exam. Conc. Trident. Pt. 2. p. 249. Unandi / 
(b) Neque neceſſe eſt, ut hac pere manu Epiſcoporum proj kecleſ. p. 


gatur. Hiito, Lutheran. 1. 3. p. Gr. 


bs (77) 5 
to be the very Thing which thofe African Sectaries in- 
ited on, that all ſuch as came over to them ſhould be 
u ebaptized, as being no Chriſtians (a2). And what do our 
3; new Reformers aim at, but to revive theſe Errors which 
for ſo many Ages have lain buried with their Authors ? 
in ln the mean time, when they make that a Term of 
Communion, which is not infiſted on as ſuch, neither 
wt. by the Church of England, nor by any other eſtabliſhed 
f Church whatever, I would fain know, why we ſhould 
not look upon them as an Upſtart Sect, and Separatiſts 
from the whole Chriſtian World? | | CD 

VII. Another miſchievous -Conſequence of this new 
the WI Doctrine is, that it has a Tendency to weaken the 
iy Proteſtant Succeſſion, as by Law eſtablih'd in the Houſe 
ther of Hannover. I am very well fatisfy'd, that the Princes 
tend of that Iluſtrious Family have a juſt Reſpect for the Li- 
turgy and Diſcipline of our Church; and are oblig*d by 
Law, if ever the Briz:;/} Crown devolves upon 'em, to 
live in Communion with it. I have been inform'd, that 
the Princeſs Sophia has the Eugliſb Service uſually read 
in her own Chapel : A ſufficient Indication of that Re- 
ſpect which ſhe has for it. However, neither ſhe, nor 


— —ꝛ . — 


** any of her Family were ever validly baptiz'd in the O- „ 
ch h pinion of thoſe I am writing againſt. They can't pre- 

nion, tend in their Country to an Apoſtolical Succeffion of 

nt of biſhops : And we are aſſur'd, by a Lutheran Divine of 

realy Ml great Eminence, © That to this very Day, all their Mi- 

ft «WM niſters, whether Superintendents or mere Presbyters 

nable are equal as to a Power of Ordaining (4). So that 

dance according to the Doctrine of our Innovators they can 

Lait be no Chriſtians ; they are all, from the higheſt to the 

abliſh - lowett of 'em, excluded the Church's Pale: And this is 
athena very ſorry Recommendation of a Succeſſor; when- 

ion u ever it ſhall pleaſe God to deprive us of Her preſent Ma- 

The | C jelty. 

watiſi 1 — 3 . .. 3 4 | : 
id thi (a) Er dicitis non efſe Chriſtianos, & eos rebaptizare conami- 


ni. Auguſt. Ep. 164. ad Emeritam. 

Poſt nos rebaptixatis. Optat. Hiſt. Donatiſt. J. 2. ſec. g. 

b) In hunc uſque diem omnes evangelici Paſtores, ſive Su- 
Perintendentes, five ſimplices Presbyteri vocentur, quoad jus or- 
Handi ſunt equates, Joach. Hildebrand, de Hierarch Vet. 
kcdef. p. 87. | 7 | 
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Chain uſeleſs. Is there any one Man upon the Face d 
an uncertain Title to the Chriſtian Name? You fe 


their extravagant Principles. 
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ty, c. other Virtues are neceſſary indeed, in Relation i 


Jeſty. I wiſh that their having a Tendency to aliens 
ens Minds from a Proteſtant Succeſlor, and-recon- 
cile them to a Popiſh Pretender, may not be one Reaſon 
why theſe Notions have been eſpous'd with ſo much Zea. 

VIII. But the greateſt Miſchief of all is, that the Pra. 
tice of theſe Gentlemen renders every Man's Chrifi. 
anity precarious, and abſolutely, uncertain. If their No. 
tions prevail, we are all left to God's uncovenantet 
Mercies, at leaſt, no Man living can have any Aſſurance 
to the contrary. After all that we have done or can 
do we muſt live in Uncertainties, and be haunted 
with perplexing Doubts : Which I thus prove : There 
are at this Day in the Church of Ezgland a great man 
Clergymen, who have had no other than a Presbyterian 
Baptiſm; and for ſcores of Years back there have been 
conſtantly ſome ſuch. Now if theſe are no Chriltians 
*tis impoſſible they ſhould be Chriſtian: Prieſts. Their 
Adminiſtrations are all Nullities ; and all thoſe who hare 
been, either mediately or immediately baptiz'd by ſuc 
muſt be excluded the Goſpel Covenant. Before I can 
know my ſelf a Chriſtian, I muſt be ſure, that the Priel 
who baptized me, had himſelf an Epiſcopal Baptiſm ; [ 
muſt have the ſame Certainty in relation to his Baptizer, 
and ſo of all his Predeceſſors up to the Apoſtles themlelve, 
If there be but one broken Link it renders the whole 


the Earth who can pretend to ſuch a Certainty as this! 
Or can our Innovators themſelves have any other that 


Sir, into what a Labyrinth they have brought them 
ſelves ; nor can they be diſengag'd but by renounciig 


The Author of Lay Baptiſm: invalid being ſenſible d 
this Difficulty lying in his way, undertakes to remote 
it by pretending, That Baptiſm in a Goſpel Miniſter 
only a Perſonal Qualification, as Temperance, Humil: 


himſelf, to recommend him to God's Favour ; but thit 

nothing is requiſite to render his Adminiftration valid i 

Relation to others, ſave only that he has a lawful Com 

miſſion, or in other Terms, that he be ordain'd by abt 

ſhop : So that by virtue of this Commiſſion he may 1 
| 8 5 2 
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„ers Chriſtians tho" he be none himſelf. This is the 
aſon | 


cym and Subſtance of what is ſaid by way of Anſwer 
Zeal to the laſt Objection. F 1 
Pra To this I reply, that *tis not only neceſſary that an 
riti- W Officer, ſacred or civil, has a Commiſſion ; but that he 


de a Subject capable of being inveſted with it. Should a Bi- 
ſhop grant a Commiſſion to a Woman to adminiſter the 
| Sacraments, this would be a perfect Nullity, becauſe 
ſhe is no fit Subject, her Sex incapacitates her for fuch a 


No- 
nted 
Ance 
"can 


inte WF Grant. So in the preſent Caſe I muſt inſiſt upon it, 
"here WT that a Biſhop can't authorize one who is no Chriſtian to 
nam WW officiate as a Chriſtian Prieſt, or to adminiſter the Sacra- 


ments: For, whatever Plenitude of Power there may 
be in the former, yet there is an eſſential Defect in the lat- 
ter. But that it may not be ſaid of me, that J aſſert with- 
out offering any Proof, I will produce the ſame Argu- 


erin 
been 
tians, 


Tbeit 


have ment which theſe Gentlemen make uſe of in Defence of 
ſuch their Innovations. I | 
I can The only Thing they urge for their ſurprizing Pra- 
Priet dice is, that ſuch as are ordain'd by mere Presbyters 
n ; [WW have no Commiſſion to baptize, and that for want of 


ſuch a Commiſſion their Baptiſm muſt be invalid. Tis 
none of my Buſineſs at preſent to examine the TI ruth of 
their firſt Fropoſition ; but hope they will give me leave to 
raiſe my Argument upon the ſame Foundation with 
theirs, dix. the Neceflity of a Warrant to authorize 
m Eccleſiaſtical Act. Now the Reply which theſe 
Gentlemen make to the laſt Objection may be thus con- 
tuted upon their own Principles : | 

If the Biſhops have no Commiſſion to ordain one that 
i not a Chriſtian, then ſuch an Ordination mult be null; 
but the Biſhops have no ſuch Commiſſion : Therefore, c. 
The Conſequence - is their own, and therefore I hope 
they won't diſpute it. That the Biſhops have no War- 
tant to lay Hands upon one who is out of the Church 
may be thus fairly prov'd : Becauſe no ſuch Warrant is 
% be found either in the Statute-Law, or common 
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id u Law of Chriſtians. My Meaning is, either in the fa- 
Com- cred Scriptures, or in the Practice of the Catholick 
abr Church. = 

male If we conſult the holy Scriptures, the great Charter 


oth! our Religion, we ſhall find nothing like a Commiſſi- 
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(6 
on given to the Apoſtles or their Succeſſors, to T F 
the indelible Character upon an unbaptized Perſon : But 


the Power of receiving holy Orders is plainly. limited 170 
to ſuch as are within the Pale of the Church, as the only St. 
capable Subjects. To ſatisfy you on this Point I,muſ Injur 
deſire you to. peruſe the Commiſſion which our Savi- heard 
our gave to his Apoſtles, and on which Chriſtian Pa. 10 fait 
{tors found their Authority to. miniſter in holy Things has p 
You may read it Matt. 28. 19, 20. Go ye and reach all chers 
Nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, of the emple 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt : Teaching them to obſerve al Now 
things whatſoever 5 pl commanded you: and lo, I am uit ſtory 
you alway, even to the end of the World, Here you may know 


obſerve, that the Apoſtles were oblig'd, firſt to teach and WM of the 
baptize, and then to take care for the perpetuating their Baptil 
Succeflion. Now had they any Warrant from these chume 
Words to communicate their Spiritual Authority to thoſe were 
who were not thus qualified? Lo, I am with you (fays ſuch a 
our Saviour) zo the end of the World, with your Perſons had pa 
whilſt living, to aſſiſt and bleſs you, and with thoſe who, WM you w 
being taught and baptized, ſhall ſucceed you, in the Mi- only a 
niſterial F unction when you are dead. I am perſuaded his P; 
you will agree with me, that our Biſhops can find no- ſee 77 
thing in theſe Words, like a Warrant for them to con WF Hands 


fer holy Orders upon one that is no Chriſtian, with fi 
Let us next conſider the Directions which St, Paul If v 
gave about this Affair, in his two famous Epiſtles to 7. end t! 
mothy + Which ſacred Records may not improperly. be WF em by 
be ſtil'd thoſe Credential Letters, by which the Ambal- WW Thus, 
fadors of the Prince of Peace are to. govern themſelyes WM count 
in the Execution of their Office. In the firſt of thele gainſt t 
Epiſtles he lays down the Qualifications required in: WF where | 
Goſpel Miniſter : Amongſt other things tis expreſly ſai WF And w 
of him, That he muſt zoe be a Novice, not a yeoour&, Wl ite Ki, 
one newly planted in the Church, as the Greek Word Bi were 44 
properly fignifies ; not a va -, as Theophilaet ( being u 
and other learned Commentators do very well expound i down t 
it; that is one newly baptized. Now then, if Timo Fb, v 
was forbidden to lay Hands upon one but lately baptizes, WM verts, a 
_ we Dr. Hi 
| Mx © dain' 
—— Ss! 10 rule 6 


E Tim. 3. 6. (a) Vid, Suiceri Theſaur, Eccleſ, tom. 2-þ-395 


— 


EE 


(21) 

we may very well argue 4 fortiori, that he could have 

no Commiſion to ordain a Perſon who never was bap» 

tiz d at all. 18 | : Fo: „ 
St. Paul in his Second Epiſtle unto Timothy, lays this 


nl 

au Injun&ion on him: 2 Tim. 2. 2. The things that thou haſt 
mi. heard of me among many Wineſſes, the ſame commit thou 
Pa- to faithful Men, who fhall be able to teach others alſo. This 
ngs, has plainly a Relation to his ſettling Paſtors and Tea- 
b all chers amongſt his new Converts. The Perſons to be 
the employ'd in this awful Work were to be faithful Men. 


Now, Sir, if you bave any Acquaintance with the Hi- 
ſtory or Diſcipline of the Primitive” Church, you muſt 


know, that tho? Perſons were fully ſatisfy'd-of the Fruth 
and of the Chriſtian Religion, yet they were never before their 
their Baptiſm, call'd by any other Names than-thoſe of Cate- 
hee chumens, or Candidates, (Competentes) and that none 


were reckon'd "EP the Number of the Faithful, but 
ſuch as were in full Communion with the Church, and 


ſons had participated of both the Sacraments. I mightamuſe 
vho, you with Fathers and Councils on this Head; but ſhall 
Mi. only at preſent refer you for Satisfaction to Dr. Cave in 
aded Wi his Primitive Chriſtianity, pt. I. c. 8. p. 219. Here you 
no; ſee Timothy had a Conimiſſion to put the Keys into the 


Hands of faithful men; but no Warrant to truſt em 
| with ſuch as were no Chriſtianss. = 


 MIGUITT YH en: 
Paul If we conſult the Practice of the ApofHes, we. ſhall 
0 7. end them purſuing that Method which was preſcribed 
y be Wi em by our Saviour, in the Text firſt cited by mae. 
nbal- WW Thus, when the Diſciples were diſpers'd upon the Ac 
elves count of that raging Perſecution that was ftirr'd up a- 
theſe WW gainſt them, Philip the Deacon went down to Samana, 
in WF where he preach'd the Goſpel with wonderful Suceeſb: 
y (aid BY And whey they believ'd him preaching the Things concerning 
Kingdom of God, and the Name of Feſus Chriſt, thy 
Vord BW were baptized both Mew and Women. Ads 8. 2, This 
4 (4) being underſtood by the Apoſtles at Ferafalem, they ſent 
und i down two of their own' Number to em, Peter and 
ty Wl F, who laid their Hands on ſome of theſeinew Con- 
igen verts, and they receiv' d the Holy Ghoſt, v. 17. that is, (8 


Dr. Hammond obſerves upon the Place) “ They or- 
* dain'd them Elders or Biſhops in all their Cities, to 
| © rule them in the Faith, and in doing it they uſed that 
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Ceremony of Impoſition of Hands, and thereby wa 
t beſtowed on them the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, work- 
« ing of Miracles, ſpeaking with Tongues, Sc. Here 
you ſee they were firſt baptiz d, and then ſet apart to 
the Office of the Miniſtry, for which they were fitted 
and prepared by extraordinary Gifts. Nor is any thing 
to be found in all the Bible, which looks like a Warrant 
authorizing Biſhops to lay their Hands upon one who 
is no Chriſtian. 5 | | 

The Author of Lay-Baptiſin invalid, inſtances in 
St. Paul, who, as he ſays, was validly ordain'd before 
he was baptized (a). And this he thinks a Solution of 
the Difficulty. . 
But this Inſtance will appear nothing at all to the Pur- 
poſe, if you conſider that St. Pauli had his Commiſſion 
immediately from Jeſus Chriſt, who appear'd to him m 
a miraculous Manner, and ſent him to preach unto the 
Gentiles. The Queſtion is not whether Chriſt may 


es Authority to an unbaptized Perſon to adminiſter the | 


acraments ; but whether the ordinary Paſtors: of the 
Church may do it. Our Bleſſed Saviour is an abſolute 
Sovereign, an uncontrolled Legiſlator, and may dif- 
pence with his own Laws whenever he thinks fit. 
Whereas ſubordinate Governors are ty'd up to Rules 
that they muſt walk by, and are oblig'd to keep within 
thoſe Bounds that are preſcribed em. To make ther 
Acts authentick, tis requiſite they ſhould produce their 
Commiſſion. Our Law determines that no Man ſhall 
bear Office in a Corporation, who has not, within the 
ſpace of ſo many Months, receiv'd the Sacrament, ac- 
cording to the Form preſcribed in the Common Prayer 
However, the QUEEN and Parliament may, if they pleaſe, 
make him an Officer who is not thus qualified. But it 
by no means follows, that becauſe our Legiſlators can 
do this, therefore a Judge or a Recorder may do ſo too. 
So in the Church an extraordinary Act of Chriſt him. 
ſelf, who is the ſupream Head of the Church, is no 


Rule for his inferior Officers to meaſure their Autho- | 
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(a) Biſhop of Oxford's Charge conſider'd. p. 60. 
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may add, that this Inſtance of St. Paul, if apply'd 
to common Caſes will ruin that very Cauſe for the Sup- 


my 
5 rt of which it is produc'd. St. Paul, ſays the Author 
Here of Lay-Baptiſin invalid, had a Warrant to baptize 
t to whilſt he himſelf was unbaptized : Therefore ſo may o- 
itted thers as well as he. S. Paul, ſay I, had a Commiſſion to 
hing preach and adminiſter the Sacraments without the Impo- 
rant tion of an Apoſtle's or a Biſhop's Hands, and therefore 
who ſo may others too. I may defy that Gentleman to give 
any tolerable Reaſon why my Inference is not as good 
in as his. But the Truth owt is, this was a miraculous 
fore and extraordinary Caſe, and not to be apply'd to the or- 
n of dinary Affairs of Life. No Argument can be drawn 
| | from what Chriſt as King once did, to what Biſhops who 
Pur are but Subjects commonly may do. To what has been 
ſſion already ſaid, I may ſubjoin this Conſideration: That 
m in whatever St. Paul might have done, tis certain de facto 
)'the he did not exerciſe any Part of his Apoſtolical Function 
may before his Baptiſm. And if you conſult the Hiſtory of 
- the his Converſion you will find, that our Saviour upon his 
the WW miraculous Appearance to him, bid him go into Damaſ- 
lute , and there all things ſhould be told him, which were 
dil. appointed for him to do: Ads 22. 10. When he came 
fit, WM thither upon Anuanias his Diſcourſe with him, he forth- 
wles with aroſe, and was baptized, c. 9. v.18. Which makes 
thin it propable, that he was commanded by our Saviour, 
their WM f/f to be baptized, and then preach the Goſpel to the 
their W Gentiles, And in this Caſe he ſeems to have no Com- 
ſhall miſſion to diſcharge the one, till he had complied with 
1 the WT the other. However it be, this Inſtance will never au- 
ae. orize our Biſhops to lay Hands upon one who is out 
ayer, ot the Church. | 
eaſe, Upon the whole, whether we conſult the Practice of 
ut it the Apoſtles, or that original Commiſſion by which they 
can MF acted, we ſhall find nothing in all the Bible that looks 
too. MW like a Warrant authorizing any Biſhop whatſoever to 
nim confer holy Orders upon one that is no Chriſtian : And 
; no W ©) Conſequence, according to the Logick of our Innova- 
tho- tors, ſuch an Act mult be a mere Nullity. This is what 
will very nearly affect abundance of our Clergy, if not 
may me of the Fathers of our Church. | 
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I am next to. conſider, whether there be any ſuch 


thing to be found in the Practice of the Catholick Church 


as a Biſhop's laying on his Hands upon an unbaptizel 


Perſon. Lou may depend upon it, Sir, that if ſuch u 
Inſtance could be found, it would have been produc 
with a great deal of Oſtentation. The Abettors of thi 
new Notion are wont to argue thus: Mere Presbyten 
did not ordain in the primitive Church, therefore they 
had no Power of Ordaining. T'is none of my Buk: 
neſs to diſpute the Truth or Falſhood of the firſt Props: 
ſition ; but I hope they will give me leave to conclude, 
from their own Principles, that becauſe Biſhops in the 
primitive Church never did pretend to make a Prieſt of 
one who was no Chriſtian, therefore they had no Com. 
miſſion to do ſuch an Act. If the Inference be good in 
the firſt Caſe, *tis ſo in the latter too. You may ran- 
fack the bulky Volumes of Fathers and Councils, witl. 
out being able to find one Perſon admitted to miniſter 
at the Altar, before he had been waſh'd or ſprinkled 
with the Baptiſmal Water. The Silence of all Anti. 
quity is as much as can be reaſonably expected for 4 


Proof of my Negative. But I do not diſpair of produ- 


cing ſuch poſitive Evidence as mult give you entire $4 
tisfaction. | | 22151 
To this Purpoſe I muſt ſpeak of an Opinion that was 


pretty prevalent in the early Ages of the Church, vis. That 


a Man's Sins, tho' never ſo enormous, are all waſh'd 
away in Baptiſm ; and that Pardon for thoſe committed 
afterwards, was not to be obtain'd without a great deal 
of Difficulty. Under this Perſuaſion a great many Per- 
ſons delay'd their Baptiſm for many. Years, and ſome 


till they were ſurpriz'd by a Diſeaſe tuppos'd to be mor- 


tal, and then they would be baptiz'd in their ſick Beds. 
Such as theſe were ſaid to have a Clinic, Baptiſm, from 
the Greek Word, which ſignifies a Bed. If they reco- 
ver'd they were not re-baptiz'd ; but at the ſame time 
they were not thought qualify'd for the Reception of 
holy Orders. Of this we have a remarkable Inſtance in 
Euſebius, the beſt and eldeſt of all our Eccleſiaſtical H- 
ſtorians. *Tis that of the famous Novatian, who, 


when he came to be ordain'd a Presbyter, was vehe⸗ 
mently oppos'd by the Clergy, and many of the People, 
| alledging, 
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alledging, that it was not lawful to admit him into the 
Number of the Clergy who was baptiz'd upon his Sick- 
bed (a). i | [| 

No. Sir, if it was judg'd unlawful to ordain one who 
had a Clinic Baptiſm, could it be thought lawful to or- 
dain him who had no Baptiſm at all ? If ſo many Ob- 
jections were rais'd againſt him for being baptized in his 
Bed, what Noiſe and Clamour would it have occaſion'd 
had he neither been baptized there, nor in any other Place ? 
The Council of Neo-Czfarea decrees, that whoſoever 


— has a Clinic Baptiſm ſhall not be admitted to holy Or- 
1 th ders (5). Do you think then that it would have allow'd 
eſt of WI Biſhops to ordain thoſe who had never been baptiz d at 


all? I hope what I have ſaid will ſatisfy you, that our 
Biſhops can find nothing like a Commiſſion to lay Hands 
on an unbaptiz'd Pagan, either in the Scriptures, or in 
the Practice of the primitive Church. . 

I may add to what has been already offer'd, that Reg- 
ſon it ſelf will ſuggeſt ſo much to you : A Man muſt 
firſt be of the Church, before he can act as an Officer 


Anti. 5 

pak n it. Juſt as 'tis in the State; a Man muſt firſt be na- 
-odn. WM turaliz'd before he can bear a Civil Office in the King- 
| dom. Should the Lord Chancellor put a Freucb-man or 


1 Dutch-may into the Commiſſion of the Peace, this 
would be a mere Nullity : He muſt firſt be an Engliſp- 
unn before he can be an Exgliſb Faſtice. I confeſs, that 
the Study of Littleton and Plouden is none of my Pro- 
feſon, but can refer you to a Book pretty common in 
Gentlemens Libraries; *tis Manley's Interpretation of Lau 
Terms ; Where, under the Word Denixen, he tells us, 
That it ſignifies in Law, an Alien that is enfranchiz'd 
by the King's Charter, and enabled in all Reſpects al- 
* moſt to do as the King's native Subjects do, vz. to 
* purchaſe and poſſeſs Lands, and to be capable of any 
Office or Dignity. Thus you ſee an Alien is uncapa- 
le of bearing any Office in the State: And does not the 
lame Reaſon hold in the Church? May I not conclude, 
lat he who is an Alien from the Common-wealth of 

D Ifraet 
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(a) Euſeb. Fecleſ. Hiſt. 1. 6. c. 43. 
(b) Conc. Neo-Ce, Can. { 12, 


| ( 26 7 

: + Tfrael can never be an Officer in Chriſt's Spiritual King. 
dom. 199 | 19% "-2* 5. 30 

To ſum up what has been ſaid on this Head, 1 mu 

affirm, that according to the Principles of our Re-bapy.. 

zers, no Man living can be ſure of his Chriſtianity. Tu 

certain, a great many of the preſent Clergy have no o. 

ther than a Presbyterian Baptiſin ; and ſome ſuch there 

have conſtantly been theſe laſt hundred Years. All theſe 

in the Senſe of our charitable Gentlemem are no Chri. 

| ſtians ; and the ſame mult be ſaid of all thoſe who derive 

their Baptiſm from ſuch, which no Man can be ſure he WM © upo 

has not done. Nor is the Difficulty ſolv'd by pretend- Ml © beet 

ing that a Biſhop can authorize that Man to make other; WM © Init 
Chriſtians who is not one himſelf: For our Prelates have aid, t 

no Commiſſion for this, either in the Word of God, or Ml Shelte 

in the Practice of the Catholick Church; and therefore, an Hil 
according to the avowed Principles of this new Heß latinate 

fuch an Act muſt be a mere Nullity. terian 

IX. Another Objection againſt the Practice of theſe ¶ they ar 

new Reformers is, that it is an Indignity to their Dioce- WM them t 

ſan, and apublick Arraigning of his Lordſhips Condud This 

{ have heard indeed, that it has been alledg'd by Mr. Reag firmati 

or his Friends, that when this Affair was firſt propos d has no 

his Lordſhip fhould tell him, that if he was ſatisfy*d with WM mory e 

his Baptiſin, he would immediately confirm him; if no: WF firm's : 

he would order him to be baptiz'd by a lawful Miniſter; WWF fo mai 

Yea, that he would have honour'd the NEW Cox VER hardly 

fo far as to officiate himſelf, had there been a; Font in of Dit 

his private Chapel. But all this muſt needs be mere Wi the Chi 

Wy Banter. Confirmation is the Biſhop's particular Ad; ¶ lowing 
4 and can you, who have perus'd thoſe excellent Treatiſs WW on wh 
Bi with which his Lordſhip has oblig'd the World, ſuppoſe WM God, a 
1 | him ſo mean a Caſuiſt as to regulate his own Action Y H ate 
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Ft by another Man's Conſcience ? But I hope to convince iff be in F 
10 you, that ſo eminent a Perſon cannot be tinctur'd win put up 
4 the ſtingy Notions of this new Sed. Re? him to | 
4 In the firſt place I ſhall preſent you with his Lordſhips WM Words 


Rebapti 


15 Subſcription to the Validity of ſuch a Baptiſm as Mr. Ae f 
perſwad 


has thought fit to renounce. The Occaſion was this: 
You may remember, that about four Years ago abul- Wl enera 
dance of poor diſtreſs'd Palatines came over into EN m wa 
land, where they met with a very kind Reception. He His 1 
Majeſj i !omc or 
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Mazjeſty ſent abroad her Briefs to be read in all Church- 
mat es and Mecting-Houſes, exciting People to a liberal 
apti- Contribution. ith theſe Briefs the Biſhop: of E---- 
1 ſent a Letter, dated July 29, 1709, to the Miniſter of 
o 0. eich Pariſh in his Dioceſe ; in which a compaſſionate 
here WE charitable Temper is difcover'd. Amongſt feveral other 
heſe, WI Exprefſions I have ſelected this that follows:“ The 


Church of England hath been a Shelter to other neigh- 
« houring Churches, when a Storm hath driven em 
„upon them. It was ſuch in former Times, it hath 
been ſo of late, and I queſtion not it will be ſo in this 


thers WT © Inſtance, in an exemplary Manner. Here *tis expreſly 
have WF (aid, the poor Palatines are an Iuſtance of our affording 
, of WM Shelter to other Churches. His Lordſhip is too good 
fore, an Hiſtorian not to know that the Proteſtantsin the Pa- 


latinate are Calviniſts, and have no other than a Presby- 
terian Baptiſm ; and yet he gives it under his Hand that 


theſe they are zeighhouring Churches, which neoeſſarily ſuppoſes 
ioce- them to be Chriſtians. CES | 
duct This was yet more evident from the Office of Con- 


firmation. I have been inform'd for certain, that there 
has not been in the Weſtern Countries, within the Me- 
mory of Man, ſuch crowding and thronging to be con- 
frm'd as in his Lordſhip's primary Viſitation. Amongſt 
ſo many Thouſands of all Ages and Conditions, it can 
| hardly be ſuppos'd but that ſome ſhould be born 
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nt in of Diſſenting Parents, tho' they are now reconciled to 
mere WF the Church. I have already obſerv'd to you this fol- 
Act; lowing Prayer, which the Biſhop puts up for every one 
atiſes on whom he lays his Hands: Almighiy and everliving 
ppoſe WF God, ho haſt vouchſaſed to regenerate theſe thy Servants 
tons / ater and the Holy Ghoſt, &c. Now all _—_— muſt 


vince 


be in Faith: And can ſo good a Man as his Lordfhip -- 
With 


put up this Petition for any Perſon without believing 
him to be really baptiz d? Would he have repeated theſe 
Words over the Head of Mr. Read antecedent to his 
Rebaptization, as has been aſſerted, had he not been 
perſwaded in his own Conſeience, that Mr. Read was 
regenerated by Mater, or in other Terms, that his Bap- 

tilm was valid and authentick ? 58. 
His Lordſhip has not only confirm'd, but ordain'd 
ſome or one who have had no other than a Presbyterian 
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- Baptiſm. Of this, (a) Mr. Lob of Penzance is a livin 


Inſtance when he had preach'd ſome Years amongſt the 


Diſſenters, thought it his Duty to conform to the Eſt, | 


bliſh'd Church ; upon which he had holy Orders con, 
terr'd upon him. And can you imagine that the Biſhgy 
of Exon would have made him a Prieſt, had he not 
thought him to be a Chr:/t:an ? 

To all that has been offer'd on this Head, I may ad 
my Fears, leſt our New Reformers have robb'd their 


Dioceſan himſelf of his Chriſtianity. My Reaſon is 


this: His Lordſhip, as I have been credibly inform, 
Was born in the Pariſh of St. Eregories near St, Pauls 
London, in April 1655: and that his Name may be found 
upon the Pariſh Records, as baptized in that Month, 


Tis true, I can't name the Man who did officiate on 


that Occaſion, but if you conſult our Eugi˙¹ Annals 

ou will find, that this was in the midſt of Cronewel 
ProteQorſhip ; and in the height of that Uſzrper's Great- 
neſs. And Doctor Heylin in his Hiſtory of the Prey; 
zerians tells us, © That the Epiſcopal Miniſter of St, Gre- 
** gory's was ſequeſtred, with many others, in the be: 
* ginning of the Civil War, for his adhering to the 
“King, againſt the Parliament (4). It can hardly be 
ſuppos'd he ſhould be reſtor'd to his Benefice during 
Oliver's Adminiſtration, when you conſider that inflex- 
ble Severity with which he kept under the Royal Party, 
So that his Lordſhip being born i 4 Par: out of which 


an Epiſcopal Clergy-man had been ejected, and in 4 


time when the London Pulpits were generally fill'd with 
Presbyterian or Independent Miniſters, I mult leave it to 
you, Whether this will not amount, tho? not to a Demon: 
ſtration, yet to a high Probability that he had no better 
Baptiſm than what Mr. Read has been induced to re 
nounce, as abſolutely null. And now let the impartil 
world be judge, whether theſe Rebaptizers have 2 


— 


4 . 


* 


(4) This Gentleman is a Son of the late Mr. Stephen 14 
of London; one of the moſt noted Diſſenters in the Kingdom, 
and of the ſtricteſt Sort too. | | | 
Y Page 456. | 
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(29 ) 
any real Service to the Church of Englazd, by labour- 
ing to introduce ſuch extravagant Notions as rob ſome 
of her moſt eminent Divines and Prelates of their very 
Chriſtianity. _ . 

The Practice of theſe Gentlemen is an Affront to the 
Univerſity of Oxford. For the Proof of this I need on- 
ly refer you to the Epiſtle ſent by that learned Body, a 
few Years ſince, to the Profeſſors of Divinity at Gene 


2. This Letter is directed to the reverend Paſtors of 


the Church of Geneva, In which they thus expreſs them- 
ſelves : © The moſt celebrated of our Divines (ſay 
« they) have always been far from pronouncing ſuch a 
Sentence on your Church, vis. its being deſtitute of 
„ lawful Paſtors and Sacraments rightly adminiſtred. 
This Letter was read and approv'd of in a general Con- 
yocation of Maſters and Doctors : Feb. 5. 1706. They 


| expreſly own in it that the Citizens of Geneva are a 


Church, and have valid Sacraments among them: Tho? 
they are all Presbyterians, and have not had a Biſhop 
there for 150 Years. But in Defiance to, this ſolemn 
Determination of theirs, two or three Dogmatical 
Prieſts would fain perſuade the World that theſe Gene- 
dans have no ſuch Thing as a Church, a Miniſter or a 
Sacrament amongſt em. Theſe are the Men who mult 
reform the World. Of theſe the Doctors and Prelates 
of the Church muſt learn their Catechiſm. What Pity 
tis that one of Mr. Kead's Godfathers is not poſleſs'd 
of the Divinity Chair, that the Preſidents and Heads of 
Houſes might be better inform'd of what is abſolutely 
neceſſary to make a Man a Chriſtian ? 

XI. The laſt Obſervation I ſhall make upon the late 
Practice of theſe Gentlemen, is its utter Inconſiſtence 
with their own Management upon other Occaſions, If 
jou conſult the Office for the Miniltration of Baptiſm 
to ſuch as are of riper Years, you will find the & ubri Fl 
üirecting the Godfathers and Godmothers to preſent the 
Perſons to be baptized 'at the Font, immediately after 
the Second Leſſon: And with this to be ſure Mr. Read's 


| Codfathers did punctually comply. As for one of theſe 


Gentlemen, as far as I can learn, he is not yet benefic'd : 
and therefore it cannot certainly be known what his 
Conduct may be. But as for Mr. Il aller, he is Rector 

| OT 


„ 


or Vicar of a Pariſh, the moſt large and populous of | 


any within the City Walls, in which are a great many 


difſenting Families. When any of theſe. die, I cannot 


learn that he ever refus'd to read the Burial Office over 


dem. In this Caſe indeed there is a happy Concurrence 


of Intereſt and Duty. Now that this is an abſolute 


Contradiction to that Part he acted in Mr. Read's Af. 


fair, will appear, if you conſider the Rzbrick in the 
Common-Prayer, and his own Engagements to Obſerve 
it. The Rabrick hath it thus : © Here it is to be noted, 
<« that the Office enſuing is not to be us'd for any that 
te die unbaptiz'd or excommunicate, or have laid vio- 
& lent Hands upon themſelves. And when this Gen- 


tleman was put into Poſſeſſion of his Benefice, he (a 


all other Clergymen are oblig'd to do) made this ſo- 
temn Declaration, in the Place of Publick Worſhip, 
before God and the Congregation : “ I J. V. do here- 
ce by declare my unfeigned Aſſent and Conſent to all 
% and every thing contain'd and preſcrib'd in and by 
* the Book, entituled, The Book of Common Prayer and 
% Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, &c. Now the fore- 
mention'd Rzbrick is one of thoſe Rules he has Snſent. 
ed to be govern'd by. The Caſe therefore, in ſhort, is 
this : Either he is perſwaded in his own Conſcience, 
that the Diſſenters Baptiſm is valid, or that it is null 
and good for nothing : If he belieyes it valid, with 


what Conſcience could he preſent Mr. Read at the Font 


in order to be re-baptiz'd, when he muſt needs know 
it to be a Profanation of a ſacred Ordinance and aPra- 
ctice condemn'd by the Univerſal Church? 

But if on the other Hand, he is perſwaded in his own 
Mind that ſuch a Baptiſm is null, how can he read the 
Burial Office to ſuch as he knows have had no other, 
and that in Contradiction to the Rubricks, to which he 


hath vow'd a ſtrict Conformity? I wiſh this Gentleman 


would ſeriouſly reflect on the Scandal he hath hereby 
given to thinking Perſons. Hath he not hereby ſtrength- 
ned the Hands of Infidelity ? and open'd the Mouths of 
the Deiſts, and Free-thinkers of the Age? Will not theſe 
be ready to conclude, that Godlineſs is nothing but 
Gain, that all Religion is Banter and Prieſt-craft ? What 


an /dea muſt theſe Men have of that holy Inſtitution, of 
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which our exalted Saviour was the Author, if a mourn- 


fing Hatband, and a Piece of Money ſhall make that 
Many Man a Chriſtian when dead, who had no Title to the 
1n0 Name, when living ! Beſides, this Gentleman, methinks, 
Over hould have a little more conſulted his own Reputati- 
ence on, now he is about to oblige the World with a new 
late Wi 55% of Martyrs, of the Sufferings and Perſecutions of 
Af. the Epiſcopal Clergy, in Crowwel!'s Days. In that Piece 
the no doubt we ſhall meet with many ſtrange Stories and 
erve odd Adventures, ſuch as will have nothing to ſupport 


their Credit but the Honour and Veracity of the Rela- 


that tor: And will not the incredulous Fanaticks be ready 
vio- to object, that his Teftimony deſerves not much to be 
Zen. regarded who will affirm one thing in the Pariſh- 
> (a5 Church of Heavy-zree, and the quite contrary in the 
; ſo- Church-yards of Exox ? I hope therefore, that for the 
#hip, Honour of his Function, he will no more act a Part in 


ſuch an inconſiſtent Farce. | | 
There is one Circumſtance more in this odd Story 


- 


d by WE which deſerves your Notice, and that in relation to the 
and Lady who ſtood at the Font as a Godmother. She was 
fore · WF born of Diſſenting Parents, her Father, Mr. Wyaz of 
ſent. WM Hmerſetſpire, was a Gentleman eminently zealous for 
rt, i; WF the Nonconformiſts Way of Worſhip. A Friend of 
ence, mine aſſures me, that he has diſcours'd with an ancient 
null Woman, who was a Retainer to the Family when 


Mr. Read's Godmother was born; and is very poſitive 
that ſhe was baptiz d by a Diſſenting Miniſter. Nor could 
the Clergy-men concern'd be ignorant of this ; for this 
Gentlewoman, before her Marriage, attended conſtant- 
ly on a Presbyterian Meeting, in the City of Exon. Now 
þ appcal to you, whether a greater Abſurdity was ever 
committed by Men pretending to Learning and Religi- 
on, than by theſe Gentlemen, who encourag'd Mr. Read 


oh he WF to renounce his Baptiſm as abſolutely null, and yet ad- 
man By mitied a Gentlewoman to ftand-as Godmother at the 
ereb Wl Font, whoſe Baptiſm was as invalid as his own? 

ngth- aus, Sir, J have given you an Account of this odd 
hs of WF Afar, and made a few Reflexions on it I doubt not 
theſe I but you will find as great a Defect of Charity as Pru- 
but WF dence in the whole Procedure. Their Deſign I ſuppoſe 


was to make the Diſſenters odious: And in order here- 
unto, 


unto, they have Paganiz'd all foreign Proteſtants: | 


. the Collect appointed by the Church of Exrland 46% 
+ read uporrahe Sunday before Lent. -—— 0 Lord, whole 
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the Foundations of their own Church : rende 
Man's Chriſtiani y precarious, and trifle with chat 
facred Things. And is, this to act like thoſe why 
tend to ſerve a God that can't be decciy'd and will 
de mock d. Is. this to aQ like the Ambaſſidorg 8 
Prince of Peace, and the Succeſſors to the Apo 
who have given us in charge, that nothing fg 
done through Strife and vain Glorx?ꝰ7ꝛ © #2 
1 pray the God of all Grace tc Pic! 

upon 'declining felgen, and Pour forth up 
rofefſors a Spirit of Love, of Peace, and of a 10 
Mind. I cannot conclude better at preſent than 
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tamg ht us; that all aur Doinge, Without charity . are wathi 
worth, ſend thy Holy Ghoſt, and pour into vier Heu 
moſt excellent Gift of C harity, the very Bond of Peas 
of 99 5 „ whoſoever liveth is coll 
dead before thee : Grant this for thine only Sou © Oe 
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